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Subsequent to her sojourn as artist in residence in 2015 at the Bogliasco Study Center for the Arts in 

Liguria, Annette Lucks created the cycle of works Aufgelassene Gärten (Abandoned Gardens), from 

which our selection has been taken. In her paintings and works in paper, she devotes herself to 

nature: at first cultivated, then abandoned, yet not entirely decayed, a nature harbouring beginning 

and end, flourishing and fading, germination and decomposition.   

Lucks engages in a subject that runs as a paradigm through intellectual/cultural history and that 

finds expression over and again in the representation of Paradise and the Garden of Eden, among 

other places. Fundamental topoi such as auspiciousness, displacement, fecundity and abundance, 

the Fall of Man, and perdition couple with this complex iconography. It is against this backdrop that  
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Lucks captures the edifice that has been revised in manifold ways in order to tell of the duplicity of 

life and death in her own way – the garden as imago of a more vulnerable, more sensitive, yet more 

robust, more resilient, and repeatedly unfolding existence. Domestication is just one stage of the 

process of becoming and passing on. Nothing can really halt the course of events. 

 

Garden plots form materialised utopian loci; aspects of endangerment are part of that. (Annette 

Lucks) 

 

The works already contain an affinity for calculated yet uncontrolled proliferation – through a 

conscious transplanting and intertwining, a ‘replanting’ and populating of her pictorial spaces, which 

are frequently assembled from the most diverse elements: drawing, etching, painterly manipulation, 

and scraps of text, for instance. Blossoms, plants, bush-like arrangements, and bunches of motifs 

play a fundamental part in this. The specific material qualities of the individual levels and excerpts 

bring forth in part divergences, vibes, and pitches that suggest and are reminiscent of musical and 

poetic rhythms, as it were. Together the singular factors construct complex picture windows, vistas, 

and insights into the nature of the subjects, into the very nature of their existences, into sensibilities 

and existential states. 

 

In an abandoned garden, death, albeit together with life, has already taken a look around: for a while 

it keeps the place in suspense. Everything found there would be new and Eden seen once more – 

there should be no war. (Annette Lucks) 

 

Here, of course, war is meant also in a figurative sense, as a struggling of forces, as a collision of 

creative and destructive potency. Despite all this, an optimistic mood prevails. The tragedy of life is 

absorbed via intense colourful interventions. Light fields, voids, congestion, and alleviation develop 

an almost cheerful dynamic in pictorial universes that are nonetheless extremely rich and 

concentrated. All of this can be discovered for the first time in this exhibition in Munich. 
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